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REPORTS ANALYSIS DIVISION REFERRAL
TO

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: September 17, 2015

ANALYST: Jill Sugarman

I COMMITTEE: Joni for lowa
C00546788
Cabell Hobbs, Treasurer (7/8/15 - Present)
Bradley Crate, Treasurer (7/10/13 - 7/7/15)
P.O. Box 93441
Des Moines, 1A 50393

1. RELEVANT STATUTES: 52 U.S.C. § 30104(b)(2)
52 U.S.C. § 30116(a) and (f)
52 U.S.C. § 30118(a)
11 CFR § 110.1(b)
11 CFR § 103.3(b)

L BACKGROUND:

Excessive, Prohibited and Other Impermissible Contributions: Failure to Refund,
Redesignate, or Reattribute Excessive and Prohibited Contributions Within the
Permissible Timeframe

Joni for lowa (“the Committee”) received excessive and prohibited contributions
totaling $37,190.00 for the 2014 General Election from twenty-six (26) individuals, one
(1) partnership, one (1) multicandidate political action committee, one (1) non-
multicandidate political action committee, and three (3) corporate entities. The
Committee did not timely refund, reattribute, or redesignate these excessive and
prohibited contributions (Attachments 2 and 3).

2014 October Quarterly Report

During the 2014 October Quarterly reporting period, the Committee received
excessive contributions totaling $11,325.00 from four (4) individuals, one (1) partnership,
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and onc (1) non-multicandidate political action committec that were not redcsignated,
reatiributed, or refunded within thc permissible timcframc as wcll as prohibited
contributions totaling $1,750.00 from three (3) corporate cntities that were not rcfunded
within the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On October 15, 2014, the Committce filed the 2014 October Quarterly Report
covering the period from July 1, 2014 to September 30, 2014 (Image 14020882161).
This report disclosed excessive contributions totaling $132,293.25 from sixty-four (64)
individuals, seven (7) multicandidate political action committees, and one (1) non-
multicandidate political action committcc as well as cxcessive contributions totaling
$19,000.00 froim thirtecn (13) corporate entitics. '

" On December 1, 2014, a Request for Additional Information (RFAT) was sent 1o
the Committee referencing the 2014 October Quarterly Report.  Among other items, the
RFAI noted the Committee's receipt of cxcessive and potentially prohibited contributions
and requested that the Commiittee take corrective action (Image 14330067217).

On Deccmber 4, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 30 Day Post-General Report
covering the period from October 16, 2014 to November 24, 2014 (Image 14021360037).
The report disclosed timely refunds totaling $10,185.00 for nine (9) individuals. The
report also disclosed a refund of $500.00 for one (1) individual that was made outsidc of
the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On January 5, 2015, thc Commiuce filed an Amended 2014 October Quarterly
Report (Image 15020012456). The report disclosed dala cntry corrcclions and timely
rcdesignations and reattributions totaling $109,233.25 for forty-eight (48) individuals and
seven (7) multicandidate political action committeces. The report also clarified the
permissibility of contributions totaling $17,250.00 for ten (10) entities'. In addition, the
report disclosed contributions dcsignated for thc 2014 Primary Elcction that were
reccived after the date of the Primary Election and which appearcd to exceed the
Committee’s net debts for the 2014 Primary Election by $46,909.82.

On January 30, 2015, thc Committee filed the 2014 Year-End Report covering the
period from November 25, 2014 1o December 31, 2014 (Image 15020044614). The
report disclosed timely refunds totaling $4,150.00 for three (3) individuals. The rcport
also disclosed untimely refunds totaling $6,825.00 for three (3) individuals and $1,750.00
for three (3) corporate cntities (Attachment 2).

On March 12, 2015, an RFAI was sent to the Committec refercncing the
Amended 2014 October Quarterly Report, received January 5, 2015. The RFAI noted the
Committee's reccipt of contributions designated for the 2014 Primary Election that were
received after the datc of the Primary Election (Image 15330078461).

! The Committee clarificd the permissibility of $6,000.00 in contributions from Allen Trucking LLC and
timely refundcd $800.00 on 10/16/2014, This resulted in an excessive contribution from this entity of
$2,600.00 which was refunded on 6/18/20185, outside of the permissible timeframe.
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On April 16, 2015, the Committcc filed an Amended 2014 October Quarterly
Report which disclosed no changes from the prior amendment with regard to cxcessive
contributions rcferenced in the December 1, 2014 RFAL The report included a statement
in responsc to the RFAI referencing the Amended 2014 October Quarterly Report,
received January S, 2015 (Image 15020139469).

On June 11, 2015, the Committee filed a Misccllancous Paper Document ("FEC
Form 99”) that included a chant detailing the correct clection designations for certain
expenses and further responded to the March 12, 2015 RFAIT (Image 15020173426).

On July 15, 2015, thc Committee filed the 2015 July Quarterly Report covering
the period from April 1, 2015 to June 30, 2015 (Image 201507150200184632). The
report disclosed untimely refunds totaling $4,000.00 for one (1) partnership? and onc (1)
non-multicandidate political action committee (Attachment 2).

2014 30 Dav Post-Gc_ncraI Report

During the 2014 30 Day Post-General reporting period, the Committec received
excessive contributions totaling $24,115.00 from twenty-two (22) individuals and one (1)
multicandidate political action committee that were not redesignated, reattributed, or
rcfunded within thc permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On December 4, 2014, the Committee filed the 2014 30 Day Post-General Report
covering the period from October 16, 2014 to November 24, 2014 (Image 14021360037).
This report disclosed excessive contributions totaling $37,665.00 from thirty-two (32)
individuals, onc (1) muhicandidate political action committee, one (1) non-
multicandidate political action committee as well as an excessive contribution of $250.00
from one (1) corporate entity.

On January 30, 2015, the Committee filed the 2014 Ycar-End Report covering the
period from November 25, 2014 to December 31, 2014 (Image 15020044614). This
report disclosed timely refunds totaling $4,350.00 for three (3) individuals.

On March 9, 2015, the Commitice filed an Amended 2014 30 Day Post-Gencral
Report (Image 15020115719). The report discloscd timely refunds and reattributions
totaling $3,400.00 for five (5) individuals.

On March 12, 2015, an RFAI was sent to the Committee referencing the 2014 30
Day Post-General Report.  The RFAI noted the Committce’s receipt of excessive

- contributions and potentially prohibited contributions and requested that thc Committce

take corrective action’ (Image 15330078483).

2 §ec Footnote 1.
3 At the time the RFAI was sent, the Amended 2014 30 Day Post-General Report, reccived March 9, 2015,
and the 2014 Year- End Report had not been reviewed by the RAD Analyst. As a result, the RFAI cited

_excessive contributions totaling $7,750.00 from eight (8) individuals that wcre timely remedicd on these

reports.
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On April 15, 2015, the Committee filed the 2015 April Quarterly Report covering
the period from January 1, 2015 to March 31, 2015 (Image 15020138707). The report
disclosed refunds totaling $24,115.00 from twenty-two (22) individuals and one (1)
multicandidate political action commitiee that were not redesignated, reattributed, or
refunded within the permissible timeframe (Attachment 2).

On April 16, 2015, thc Committee filed an Amended 2014 30 Day Post-General
Report (Image 15020139445). The report disclosed data entry corrections and timely
redesignations and reattributions totaling $5,800.00 for two (2) individuals and one (1)
non-multicandidate political action committee. ~ The rcport also clarified the
permissibility of a $250.00 contribution for one (1) entity.

Between April 21 and June 25, 2015, the Reports Analysis Division (RAD)
Analyst communicated with the Committee scveral times by phone and email to assist the
Committee in resolving excessive contributions received during the 2013-2014 election
cycle. The Analyst advised the Committee to refund those excessive contributions which
had not aiready been refunded (Attachment 4).

To date, no further communications have been received from the Committee
regarding these mattcrs.
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